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The DRS OMR Regis ters  is  a  u t i l i ty  for  overpr in t ing 2 or  3  co lumn reg is ter  forms
wi th  s tudent  in format ion.  You can then scan batches of  completed reg is ter  forms
using a DRS Opt ica l  Mark Reader,  and expor t  the data d i rect ly  in to  your  MIS
System.

DRS OMR Registers

Users are ab le  to  se lect  the data they requi re  to
be pr in ted f rom the i r  Student  Management
System. The ut i l i ty  wi l l  work wi th  any pr in ter  and
is  eas i ly  in tegrated in to  an ex is t ing MIS 
system. 

Regis ters  are completed each week and s imply
returned for  scanning on the OMR. Af ter  scan-
n ing,  forms can be re turned to  lecturers ,  or,  i f
los t  or  damaged,  new reg is ter  forms showing
at tendance to  date can be repr in ted.  Sof tware
for  scanning the reg is ters  is  inc luded in  the
package.

The system is  to ta l ly  f lex ib le  and can be re f ined
to su i t  your  own spec i f ic  requi rements.  You can
disp lay in format ion f ie lds on the form such as
col lege name,  depar tment ,  c lass name,  tu tor
name,  room, day of  the week etc .  

An ‘ ins t ruct ion ’ f ie ld  a l lows you to  pr in t  4  l ines of
up to  45 characters  each,  wi th  in format ion
unique to  your  co l lege,  such as form complet ion 
gu idance,  t iming deadl ines and return ing
in format ion.  You a lso have the opt ion to  h igh l ight
spec i f ic  areas on the form to  show hol idays e.g.
ha l f  term or  bank ho l idays,  as wel l  as  wi thdrawn,
t ransfer red or  completed s tudents .

Easy to  use Windows techniques a l low you to
‘drag and drop’ c lass group names between the
Inbox and Outbox.  

A fu l ly  on l ine Help system is  ava i lab le  at  any
t ime to  a l low easy access to  in format ion on
us ing and set t ing the DRS OMR Regis ters  
system.

V0107

Lecturers  a lso have the opt ion of  adding new
students ’ a t tendance to  the bot tom of  the 
reg is ter.  Th is  data can then be entered af ter
scanning and new students  enro l led i f
necessary.  The system a l lows for  the prototyp ing
of  reg is ters  e .g .  i t  can pr in t  a  b lank reg is ter  wi th
no names or  c lass deta i ls .  Th is  can be used as a
temporary  reg is ter.

The system uses barcodes to  ident i fy  each 
ind iv idual  reg is ter.  The barcode holds both 
reg is ter  and s tudent  in format ion,  so prov id ing
greater  secur i ty  and data in tegr i ty.
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Automated Attendance Marking
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The record ing and moni tor ing of  s tudent  
a t tendance is  becoming an essent ia l  requi rement
for  a l l  Fur ther  and Adul t  Educat ion 
estab l ishments.  For  many,  two impor tant  
quest ions have s t i l l  to  be reso lved:
� How are at tendance marks captured?
� How are marked reg is ters  processed?

Tradi t ional ly,  reg is ters  have been recorded us ing
a paper-based system and,  i f  processed at  a l l ,
was achieved by operators  enter ing the 
ind iv idual  a t tendance marks against  each 
s tudent .  One wel l  proved and cost -e ffect ive 
so lu t ion to  th is  task is  the use of  an Opt ica l
Mark Reader  (OMR).  Th is  is  the same method
that  is  used on the lo t tery  t ickets  and invo lves
the automated process ing of  bu lk  data us ing
scanning technology.  DRS has jo ined forces wi th
MIS suppl iers  to  prov ide co l leges and author i t ies
wi th  a  so lu t ion for  automated at tendance 
mark ing.

Barcode Secur i ty
Each reg is ter  is  un iquely  ident i f ied by a barcode
wi th in  your  MIS system and overpr in ted wi th  the
other  reg is ter  deta i ls .  Barcodes prov ide 
excel lent  secur i ty  and data in tegr i ty.  Each
barcode holds both reg is ter  and s tudent  
in format ion,  thereby ensur ing that  mismatches
between the reg is ter  prof i le  and pr in ted reg is ter
cannot  occur.

Many organisat ions have a l ready fe l t  the 
f inanc ia l  benef i ts  o f  us ing the DRS OMR
Regis ters  system. Using the DRS OMR scanners
great ly  reduces the amount  o f  manual  key ing
normal ly  requi red for  reg is ter  process ing.  The
DRS OMR Regis ter  system has meant  many
Fur ther  and Adul t  Educat ion estab l ishments have
made cons iderable sav ings in  the i r  
admin is t ra t ion depar tments .

DRS OMR
Regis ters  work
wi th  the range of
fu l ly  automat ic
DRS OMR and
Image scanners.
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“We have successfu l ly  used an OMR regis ter
fo r  a  number  o f  yea rs  w i t h  D i s t i nc t i on
Student  2000 and found i t  to  be a qu ick and
eff ic ient  way to  record and moni tor  s tudent
at tendance throughout  the year.  

We now use DRS OMR Regis ters  to  expor t
in format ion f rom QLS and successfu l ly  pr in t
reg is ters .  Th is  a l lows us to  read,  v ia  our
OMR,  a l l  t he  co l l ege ’s  reg i s te rs  and
successfu l ly  impor t  the correct  in format ion
back in to  QLS for  repor t ing and analys is .
In  my opin ion,  th is  is  a  very  good,  qu ick and
e f f i c i en t  way  o f  p roduc ing ,  read ing  and
mon i to r i ng  reg i s te rs .  I  wou ld  ce r ta in l y
recommend th is  method.”

Sue Kel ly
MIS Manager,  Nor th  Area Col lege

“We use a combinat ion of  Dis t inct ion QLS
and DRS Opt ica l  Mark Readers for  a l l  fu l l  and
par t - t ime c lasses.  Producing reg is ters  in  th is
way  enab les  us  t o  mon i to r  s tuden t
a t tendance and punctua l i ty  in  a  way that
would be ext remely  t ime-consuming i f  car r ied
ou t  manua l l y.  The  DRS OMR Reg is te rs
so f twa re  i s  a  ve ry  s imp le  app l i ca t i on  t o
use wi th  resu l ts  that  keeps teaching s ta ff  and
managers  aware  o f  s tuden ts ’ a t t endance
pat terns.  

We are de l ighted wi th  the OMR system as i t
g i ves  us  i ns tan t  and  up - toda te  M IS
informat ion.  Throughout  implementat ion DRS
gave us  cons iderab le  suppor t  and  adv ice
which eased the process of  changing f rom
manual  reg is ters .  Thank you DRS!”

Terry  Stevens
Assis tant  Di rector  o f  In format ion Serv ices

Stanmore Col lege of  Fur ther  Educat ion Corporat ion

DRS has over  30 years exper ience in  prov id ing data capture so lu t ions to  around 10,000 educat ion
estab l ishments a l l  over  the wor ld  through i ts  range of  Opt ica l  Mark Readers and Opt ica l  & In te l l igent
Character  Recogni t ion technology.  OMRs are used in  appl icat ions such as at tendance moni tor ing,  course
feedback,  mul t ip le  choice assessments and survey research.

DRS CD400 Optical Mark Reader

A u t o m a t e d  d a t a  c a p t u r e


